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Unity Project 

 
This fall, Chilton Middle School students, teachers, parents, and school board 

members worked together to form a visual representation of our community.  Our 

UNITY project was a larger-than-life structure that helped us to celebrate our 

uniqueness, strengthens and our ties to each other. The project consisted of 32 posts, 

each with identifiers such as, “I’m a parent; I speak English as a second language; I 

have lost a loved one to cancer.” etc.  Participants tied colorful yarn to posts that 

reflected their identities. Their yarn intertwined with others’ to create a web of 

interconnectedness. In the end, we saw visually that we are all connected by 

something, and it's our diversity that builds a strong and vibrant community.  Please 

see the following link to view the entire process.  https://youtu.be/ah4F2se_eSA 

Holiday events at CMS 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
(Clockwise from top left; noon hour holiday staff band, Student Council annual “Toy 

for Teens, Set up crew for annual Holiday Tea) 



 

Ukulele Club 

 
The Chilton Middle School Ukulele Club was started about a year ago by Mr. Endres 

and Mr. Juhl.  The group meets before school 2-3 times per week and has 

approximately 30 

members.  It is a 

pretty informal 

group, playing a 

variety of styles of 

music.  For the 

most part, the 

group plays simply 

for their own 

enjoyment.  But 

they have also had a couple of performances.  For example, in December they played 

Christmas music in the cafeteria during lunch for other students to enjoy.  They will 

also be performing a small part in the upcoming middle school musical in April. 

 

8th Grade Mathcounts School Competition 

The results for the 8th 

Grade Mathcounts School 

Competition are in! 

Taking 6th place 

was Marcus Breckheimer, 

5th was Eric East and 4th 

was Elijah Darnell. 

Three students tied for 

3rd place; Blake Biese, 

Ellie Fuerbringer, 

and Cassadie Ruggles. 

2nd place went to Alek 

Lemke.  Allyson 

Mueller took 1st place with an impressive 20 points!  Thank you mathcounts 

participants for your fine math skills and effort. The top five students will move on to 

the Regional competition. Congratulations from Mrs. Schaffer and Mrs. Tiegs. 

 



 

Grade Six visit to the PAC 

 

The entire sixth grade class had the chance to experience a performance at the Fox 

Cities Performing Arts Center (PAC).  This was a powerful performance and a 

wonderful opportunity for students to experience the fine arts outside of our school 

community.  Our students responded wonderfully by dressing for the occasion and 

managing their own behavior appropriately.  Students represented CMS very well. 

6th Grade Science – Charged up! 

6th grade science had a fun time with a local expert in electricity.  Mr. Kiel joined our 

class to show us the power of an electric generator.  This particular generator was 

used in early phones.   Mr. Kiel also tried to take on the class in a tug of war with an 

electromagnet in between him and the students.  In all it was a very shocking 

experience!!!  Please use the following link to view pictures of collaborative teaching at CMS!   

https://goo.gl/photos/VkGcpE2udtXrTmT79 

 

8th Grade “SWAY” projects from Technology Class 

 
As part of our comprehensive Academic and Career Program (ACP), eighth grade 

students worked collaboratively using cutting edge technology to complete group 

projects focused on career education.  Please use the following link to view their 

projects!  

https://sway.com/0tpaYctT5sTHLf7c 



 

Spelling/Geography Bee 
This January, we held our annual school spelling and Geography bee.  Each grade 

level held a spelling and geography bee in their Literacy and Social Studies classes to 

determine their grade level representatives.  Representatives then gathered with the 

support of their peers, in the middle school gym to participate in school 

competition.  Winner of the spelling bee was 7th grade student, Alayna Gerner.  She 

will compete in the regional spelling bee this February with other students from the 

area.  Winner of 

the geography 

bee was 6th 

grade student, 

Parker 

Derks.  He will 

take an online 

geography test 

through National 

Geographic to 

determine if he 

qualifies for the 

National 

Geography 

Bee. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 Thoughts from Mr. Bowman 

For about the last ten years, I have had the privilege to co-facilitate our CMS Eighth Grade 

Peer Helpers group.  This wonderful and usually quirky group of students all have at least one 

thing in common; they are natural helping people.  Mrs. Downham and I do a training each fall 

that is designed to bring out these helping skills, teach active listening, encourage leadership, 

and give strategies for working with younger students.  Each Peer Helper is placed into a 

tutoring/mentoring relationship with an elementary student and meet with that student once 

a week during the school day.  Peer Helpers also serve as positive role models for their middle 

school peers.  In addition, they typically plan three or four special events during the school 

year and are currently planning our CMS Winterfest activities.  Peer Helpers may be one of 

the most under-appreciated groups at school.  However, they genuinely enjoy helping people 

and this is its own reward.    

 

 

 

 



 

Thoughts from Mr. Kiel   

Greetings, 
 

Wow!  Where is the time going?  Our community is getting stronger by the day and our 

students’ abilities continue to grow and develop.  We have surpassed the halfway point in the 

school year and are looking at maintaining our high level learning through the second portion 

of the year.  Students are delving deeper into their subject areas, and our 8th graders are 

taking part in scheduling for High School courses.  This signifies the importance of each level 

and year at the middle school to build a foundation on which to succeed on as a Freshman. 
 

As we proceed into the second half of the school year, we have so many things to be thankful 

for. However, we need to maintain focus on the future of your child and our professional 

growth as educators.  One such focus is the development and refocus on how we assess your 

child while they are in our building.  The process is called Standards Based Grading.  A shift in 

the mindset of our staff and students is needed within this process.  The process is a focus on 

the standards the students are expected to know upon completion from each grade 

level.  However, it is more than just a change to the grading rubric.  It is a full mindset 

change on how teaching and learning take place.   
 

Students all learn in different ways.  Our current grading scale offers minimal feedback on 

what our students know.  We are missing a large portion of our students’ true knowledge 

when we maintain this percentage-grade scale focus. It is our goal as a building, to refocus 

our efforts on assessing exactly what the students’ knowledge base is in any way that they 

can show it.  As in all things, time and development in the process is vital to its success.  I am 

very excited about this journey that we are taking to better communicate with our students 

where they are at in their educational journey.  
 

I would like to personally thank each and every one of you for your time and effort you put 

into your child's life.  This time and energy does not go unnoticed and will only allow them to 

fulfill their true potential.  As always we welcome any questions and comments that can help 

our building grow.  Please feel free to reach out to me with any such item. 
 

Thank You, 
 

Matt Kiel 
Principal 


